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a MATTHEW 25. 41. 


Then ſbal 1 ſay unto them on the left hand, : depart 
from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels, 


niſh'd what I propounded firſt to treat of from them, 
vix. the Certainty of Hell-Torments, from Princi- 


- | Aving, in my former Diſcourſes upon theſe words, fi- ä 


ples of Nature and Reaſon; I ſhall now proceed, according 


to the method which I ſer my ſelf, to conſider the Greatneſs | 


of them, and, in ſo doing, af, Th. 
Fi. ft, To ſhew that they wif er y inconceivably 
great; and | ER Gy 

_ - Secondly, To enquire, as fire gblc, wherein the 
_ greatneſs of them will conſiſt. Vas oh 


And, foraſmuch as, in my former f iſcourſes, I have ſo | 
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far gratify'd ſome Men, as, chiefly for their ſakes, to argue | ,- 


only from Principles of Nature and Reaſon, for the proof of 
that, which is the main point in diſpute between us, viz. the | 


Certainty of Hell-Torments (tho ſtill with this caution, that q; 


the fulleſt and cleareſt proot of this matter muſt be had from |; 


the Holy Scriptures) I ſhall now be leſs ſolicitous about gra-; 


tifying them as to what follows, and ſhall freely argue from | 
Revelation, as well as Nature and Reaſon, and tho I ſkall |, 
not neglect or paſs over proofs from theſe, yet 1 ſhall no lon- |; 


ger confine my ſelf wholely to them. 


Firſt then, I am to ſhew that the Torments of Hell will ces- |, 
tainly be inconceivably great. And this is ſo plain a truth, | 
that the very Heat bens themſelves, by the meer light of Na- 
ture, ſeem to have been perfectly well aſſur'd of it. For not 
only their Poets, ( whoſe heated fancies and imaginations may |, 


perhaps be ſuppos'd to have carry d them a great deal to far, 


upon this ſubject (tho even theſe in my Opinion, are not 
Iy |; 
ood ; 


wholely to be ſlighted in this caſe, becauſe Poets, eſpe 
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good ones, always write with ſome regard to the Sentimens of 


' » Philoſophers, do both expreſly aſſert the extremity and into- 
lerableneſs of Hell-Torments, and likewiſe give us ſuch terri- 
fying and amazing deſcriptions of them, as may abundantly 
convince us, that they did really believe them to be infinitely 
great, infinitely beyond all that they were able to expreſs. A 
ſmall traſt of which you may be pleas d to take in Plato only, 
(a) who, under the perſon of one who is ſuppos d to have ſeen 
Hill, and afterwards to have return'd to this World again, 
tells us what»dreadful ſpectacles he there ſaw : how he beheld 
| Men tortur'd, with numberleſs Tortures of all forts ; ſome 
| burning in Rivers of fire, others ſhivering and freezing in 
| fireams of exceſſive coldneſs, ſome toſs d about and torn b 
wild Beaſts, others inceſſantly burnt with the lamps of the Fu- 
Ties, and more particularly ſome (and certainly we can hardly 
think of any thing more terrible to ſenſe ) bound hand and 
foot, then flay'd, and thrown upon thorns and prickles, to be 
* tortur'd. . . 5 EY 
And indeed it is no great wonder that they ſhould judge fo. 
right in this matter: becauſe the reaſon of the thing it ſelf 
muſt needs make it very evident, to every one that impartially 
© | conſiders it. For, whether we reflect upon the heinous and o- 
dious nature of ſin, and its direct oppoſition to our own Rea- 
ſon and the Divine nature and will: or upon the infinity Ma- 
jeſty of that God, who is affronted by our fins : or laftly, 
-upon thoſe infinite obligations to God, which Men break 
though to their fins; we muſt neceſſarily acknowledge the 
a= [circumſtances on all hands to be fo very inexcuſable, aggra- 
yating and aps that the Divine Vengeance has al! the 
reaſon, that can poſſibly be imagin'd, to inflict the moſt ſe- 
yere and dreadful punifhments upon Sinners. 5 
And accordingly we find by experience it has always done. 
The rebellious Angels immediately felt God's vengeful arm, 
ay ſupon their Rebellion, and were ſoon tumbled down head- 
> flng;trom their bright ſeats of everlaſtings bliſs and glory, 
—T—ͤ . — 
1 (a) Plgron, Phedo, Gorgias Axiochus, Leg. l. 10. 
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into the dark Regions of eternal horror, wo and miſery; and fal 
the very firſt fin of Man was puniſh'd, with th loſs of Immor- ftl 
tality, the Divine Preſence, and all the conveniencies and fy 
delights of Paradiſe : and not only ſo, but with the curſe of b 
- continual labour, pain, and ſorrow all the while that he ſhould 4g 
live, and in the end, with death it ſelf. Afterwards, an uni- [V 
verſal Deluge ſwept away the whole World, excepting only |fe 
eight pei ſons, for their fins ; and, for the ſame cauſe, the Lord v 
rain'd down fire and brimſtone upon Sodom and Gomorrah, || a 
and deſtroy'd them. And, to name but one more inſtance, the || hi 
very beloved People of God the Fews, for their fin in reje- bi 
Cting and crucifying the Lord of life, were perſecuted with he 
ſuch a long and dreadful train of Woes and Miſeries, at the || m 
geſtruction of Jeruſalem, as it would make your very hearts hi 
bleed only to hear repeated. So careful has God been in all || 
Ages, to manifeſt his high diſlike of, and indignation againſt, | . 
Sin, and the ſeverity of thoſe Judgments, with which it ſhall 
be puniſh'd, And then, as St. Peter argues, if God ſpared not 
tbe Angels that ſimm d (a Race of much higher and nobler Be- Ji 
ings than we are) but caſt them down to Hell, and deliver d 
them into chains of darkneſs, to be reſeru'd unto Judgment; 
and brought a Sentence of miſery and death upon all Man- 
. kind, for the fins of their firſt Parents; and ſpar d not the old 
World, bringing in the flood upon the World of the ungodly , 
and turning the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into aſhes, con- i 
demn'd them with an overthrow ;, 2 Pet. 2. 4, 5, 0, 9. and 
| Pour'd out the vials of his wrath upon his own People the | wi] 
7ews, in the moſt terrible and aſtoniſhing manner imaginable 
then let us be affur'd, that he knoweth how To reſerve the un- 
Juſt, unto the day of Tudgment to be puniſi d. 
Farther, We have moſt of us ſeen or heard of in others, 
and I fear many of us felt within our ſelves, ſome Specimens, 
as it were, of Hell-Torments, even in this World: when God 
has been pleas'd to let looſe the Conſciences of Sinners upon 
them, and to lay open the proſpect of their future State be- 
fore their Eyes. But, Lord! who can be able to expreſs the 
terrors, that ſuch Men are then in? Who, that has ſeen them, 
ann retlc& upon them, without rhe utmoſt horror? Who, * 
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pas felt them, can thing any thing worthy the name of pain; 


fafcer them? Oh the uneaſineſs, the reſtleſſneſs, the agonies, 


the racks, the tortures of a wounded Spirit! Oh the doleful 


__ 


Iſymproms, the dire effects, the ſullenneſs, the tremblings, the 
blood ſweats of Deſpair. Bleſſed God! Who can conceive the 


| [greatneſs of thoſe Torments, which have ſuch terrible effects? 


[Who ſhall be able to endure thoſe Torments, which few, very 
few, nave courage enough ſo much as to think on? Oh! how 


anong' us, to have ſeen the unhappy Spira, weltring upon 
his bed, as if it had been upon a bed of flames: ſeeking reſt, 
but finding none: nay, not ſo much as hoping for it, while 
he ſought it; and to have beheld the hercencſs of thoſe Tor- 
ments, which in ſpight of Attempts to comfort and relieve 
him, meerly his own guilty mind, and the fears of Hell only, 
continually laſh'd and ſcoùrg'd him with. 

And yet alas! theſe foretaſts of Hell, and all other even 


the ſevereſt Judgments of God againſt Sinners in this World, 
are but very faiat and feeble repreſentations, but mere dawn- 
ings and glimpſes, of that wrath which (ball be reveal'd in the 
next. That, That is the place which God has refery'd for the 
more ſignal and conſummate puniſhment of Sinners; There 
all Circumſtances ſhall. combine together, for the aggravation 


| of their miſeries: and all thofe reaſons ſhall their ceaſe, which 


have, in great meaſure, ty'd up the hands of Divine vengeance 
in this World. There all the doubts of the wicked will be too 
plainly refolv'd : their infidelit turn'd into a faith, which 
will make them tremble : and thoſe ſmall hopes, which they 
once hid, into pure and unmix'd deſpair, There will be no 


| fleep, no friends, no diverſion, to gain them now and then a 


ſhort reſpite from their miſeries, as in this like. Laſtly, There 
the Righteous and the Unrighteous ſhall be pode ſepa- 


rated, and there ſhall no longer be any danger of deſtroying 


the innocent with the wicked: there the ſeaſon for Sinners 
repentance will be at an end, and conſequently all long-fut- 


half of the wicked, ſhall ceaſe, and God ſhall be no longer 
| CERT : im- 


would it have affected the moſt obſtinate and obdurate heart 


fering and patience, upon that account, at an end too: and, 
for the ſame reaſon, there the prayers of puod Men, on be- 
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and infiniiely more terrible Scene of dread and horror ſhall ap- 
| pear, an exquiſite and perſect State of ſuffering begin? 


brimſtone, by a worm that dyeth not, &c. Mar. 9. 43. Rev. 


plain, as alſo from the exact proportion that will certainly 


more clearly, from enquiring. 1 5 
Secondly, As far as we are able, wherein the greatneſi of | 


cauſe we are as yet very much in the dark, as to the particu- 


importun'd and with-held by ets: from giving bis avenging | 
pected, but that 


arm its full ſcope. And what then is to be ex | 
God's whole diſpleaſure ſhall ariſe : that he ſhall What his ſword, 
and give it a keener Edge, and make it fall yet ſeven times 


— 


heavier upon his Enemies, than it had ere before been wont | 


to do? What indeed is to be then expected, bur that a new, 


And then it is no wonder that we find the Holy Spirit, every 


where in Scripture, ſpeaking in ſuch dreadful terms of Hell- 


Torments, and repreſenting them always by thoſe things, 
which are moſt terrible to ſenſe. As, that they ſhall cauſe 
weeping and wailling and gnaſhing of teeth : tribulation and 
anguiſh trembling and wo, Matt. 8. 12. 13. 42. Rom. 2. 9. 
and all the diſmal Symptoms of the moſt intenſe and fierceſt 
Torments: that no Man can dwell with them: I/. 33. 14. 


that we ſhould make but a monſtrous ſilly Bargain, tho, even 


for the gain of the whole World, Matt. 16. 26. we ſhould fell 
our Souls to them : that they were prepar'd for the Devil and 
bs Angels, Matt. 25. 41. thoſe moſt impudent and outragious 
Offenders, and conſequently thoſe moſt unhappy objects of 
God's hotteſt wrath ; that they are ſer forth to us under the 
name of fire, a devouring fire, fire that never ſhall be quencb'd, 
fre everlaſting : by fire and brimſtone, by a lake of fire and 


14. 10. 19. 20. Mar. 9. 44. 46. 48. From all which it is 


be, between the rewards and puniſhments of another Lite, that 
we may fairly apply thoſe Words, which were ſpoken by St, 
Paul, or the Joys of Heaven, to the Torments of Hell: that 
2ye bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have entred into the 
bears of Man, 1 Cor. 2. g. thoſe dreadful things, which God 
bath prepar'd for them that hate bim. But this will appear ſtill 


Hell Torments will conſis. | ſay, as far as we are able: be- 


lars of our future State. However, as far as the Scriptures 
- k and | 
3 s 


2 e eng 


or 
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h and plain Reaſon will bear me out in this matter, I am fare I 


may ſafely venture: and I hope l ſhall rake ſufficient care to 


venture no farther. I know very well that this is a Subject, up- 
- on which good Men have been very apt to give a great deal 


too much ſcope to their fancies : as St. Baſil for inſtance, who 
fancy'd that, at the general Conflagration of the World, LBaſil. 


in Pſ. 28. ] there will be a Separation of the purer and more 
refin'd and noble parts of all the Elements, from the grofler 
and more 1gnoble : that the former ſhall all aſcend to and 
continue about Heaven, to miniſter to the glory and felicity 


of the Saints; bur the latter be caſt down to Hell, for the pu- 


niſhment of the damn'd; that ſo, as every Creature ſhould be 


matter of joy and comfort to the Bleſſed, ſo on the contrary, 
every Creature ſhould help to aggravate the Torments of the 
damn'd ; and they, who had forſaken God who is but one, to 


| follow the Creatures, who are many, might have a manifold 


Puniſhment, manifold 'Tormentors. And theſe fancies, how 


groundleſs ſoever, yet carrying an appearance of religious 


zeal along with them, are apt to take too much, and to make 


too deep an impreſſion on the belief of a great many honeſt- 


minded Chriſtians. And, tho' there be no great harm in them 
to Men, who conſider them only as fancies and private opi- 


nions, yet, ſeeing that many Chriſtians are injudicious, and 


often lay too great ſtreſs upen ſuch fancies, it is beſt certainly 
not to indulge our ſelves in them, in diſcourſes upon this Sub · 


jet ; but to keep cloſe to Reaſon and Scripture, as I ſhall en- 
deavour to do, in what follows, Now our Reaſon and Scrip- 


ture make the greatneſs of Hell-rorments to conſiſt in theſe 
particulars, _ | 
Firſt, In the Wicked's being baniſh'd from the enjoyment 


of God, and all that fulneſs of Foy, and thoſe Rivers of Plea» 
ſure, which are in bs preſence, and at hu right band, for ever- 


more: and in all the miſeries naturally conſequent upon ſuch 
their baniſhment, © g 


all thoſe vexatious Luſts and Paſſions, which they ſhall carry 


with them into another World, and which will be mightily 
| heighten'd and inflam'd there, | 


A4 Thirdly, 
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Secondly, In the laſhes of their own guilty Minds, and of 


| 
l 
| 
' 
| 
| 


; 
; 
9 
f 


5 6 7 
=» — Hh — mz. 
— . hes — 3 — 

2 n W FR 


- 9 — 
_ 


„ 4 ——— — — — - 
* N . 
* * 4 8 
* 


— — 
— 


—— 


| ; 1 Thirdly, In the loathſomneſi and uncomfortableneſs of the 


place of Hell, and the troubleſome Converſation of the Devil 


and wicked Spirits, which they ſhall be there confin'd to. 


 Fourthly, In the pains occaſion'd by the Fire of Hell, or. 
whatever is meant under that name. And ys” 
| Laſtly, In the uninterrupted continuance, and eternal du- 
ration, of every one of theſe, |" _ 
Firſt, In the Wicked's being baniſh'd from the enjoyment 
of God, and all that fulneſs of Foy, and thoſe Rivers of Plea- 


| ſure, which are in bu preſence, and at hu rigbt hand, for ever- 
more: and in all the miſeries naturally conſequent upon ſuch, 
their baniſhment. For ſo runs the former part of that dreadful 
Sentence, which ſhall be pronounc'd againſt the wicked, at 
the day of Judgment, Depart from me, ye curſed. Not that 


the wicked ſhall ſo depart from God, as never to ſee or re- 
member him any more, and to looſe all knowledge of Him 
and Heaven for ever: No, this, as ſad a puniſhment as it is, 
would be but a very light one, in compariſon of that, which, 


they ſhall then be doom'd to. They fhall ſee God, or, which 


is the ſame thing, have a moſt quick and lively notion of him, 


but without hopes of ever being reconcilꝰd to him; They ſhall 


ſee Heaven, or at leaſt have always a freſh remembrance of 
rhat glorious ſight which they had of it, at the general Judg+ 
ment: but ſtill, as the Rich Man in the Goſp 
with an impaſſable gulph betwixt it and them. 


But oh my Soul! How canſt thou ever ſufficiently conceive. 
Hi the dreadfulneſs of ſuch a departure from God, as this is? 
How canſt thou, even in any tolerable meaſure, know what 
thou ſhalt looſe, in looſing that Infinity Abiſs of Happineſs ?. | 


How canſt thou bear the Thoughts of exiſting, ſa much as 


one moment, when thou ſhalt be frown'd upon by him, in 
+ _ whoſe favour alone, is life, that is, every thing which makes 
l. te deſireable? Oh! How wilt thou be able to endure thy 
ſelf: when thy Father, thy moſt tender and compaſſionate 
Father: thy Saviour, thy moſt loving and relenting Savi- 
viour: the Holy Angels and juſt Men made perfect, thoſe 
beſt natur'd of Created beings: when the God of all comfort, 
and giver of every good gift: when he, who once lov'd thee. 


0 
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el did Paradiſe, 


| mY fe? Ay 
sd well, as to lay doum bs life far tber: hen they, w 
have made in their conſtant buſineſs to miniſter to thee, and 
| have rejeyc d without mealure, when they have ſeen the leaſt 
| hopes of thy becoming happy; in one word, when all thoſe, 


beings who are good, and continually delight in doing good, 
and from whom alone all good muſt come, ſhall not engure: 


Idee, ſhall deteſt and abhor thee, ſhall ſpurn thee from their, 


n 


alter it, which muſt gever be ſatisfy'd, and to remind us of a; 
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preſence, ſhall laugh at thy calamity, and mock when thy, ' 


fear cometh 2 Good God l how will it vex and fret our Souls, 
to reflect upon theſe bright an glorious Manſions of happineſs, 


from which we ſhall be then baniſh'd? How will the Con- 
templation even of Heaven it ſelf torment us, when it ſhall 


ſerve only to create in us ſtrong and eager deſires and longings 


* 


loſs, which is as Infinite as God himſelf? But, above all, how. 


will it gall and wound our Souls, how will it make us all rage 
and fury againſt our ſelves, to conſider, that we have loſt all 
this throꝰ our own fault: and that, when we had it all within, 
our reach and in our power, we were contented ( fooliſh 
Creatures that we were!) for meer gugaws and trifles, meer 
ſhadows and appearances of happineſs, ro part with it ? Cer- 


tainly, were there no other Pun:ſhment for the wicked in Hell 
than this, they would have great reaſon to ſay of it, as Cain 


did of his, it c greater than we can bear. But 


Secondly, There will be likewiſe the laſhes of their own. 
guilty Minds, and of all thoſe vexatious Luſts and Paſſions,” 


which they ſhall carry with them into another World, and_ 
which will be mightily heigthen'd and inflam'd there. By the 


worm of the wicked, which ſhall never dye. ſo often men- 
tion'd in Scripture as what is to be part of their Puniſhment in 


Hell, we are doubtleſs to underſtand the remorſe of their own 
guilty Minds or Conſciences, which ſhall, as it were, gnaw 
and prey upon them, and give them much greater pain and 


torment, than a worm preying upon their living fleſh would 
do. Their Conſciences, I ſay, which will there be continually 
and moſt ſenſibly reproaching them, not only with th loſs of. 


Heaven (tho this will be reproach enough) but with all that 
- baſeneſs, ingratitude, unreaſonableneſs, folly and ſinfulneſs 


towards 
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towurd God, which they ſhall have been puilty of, in their 


paſt Lives: and with all that ſhame, anguiſh, horror, incon- 


| crivableandendlefs Miſery, which they ſhall thereby have 
brought upon their own Heads. And, as we are ſure, from 


the nature of the thing ir ſelf, that, when the wicked ſhall no 
longer be cloth'd with ſuch bodies of fleſh, as they now are, 
which mightily obſtruct and preſs down the Soul in her ope- 


rations, but ſhall put on ſpiritual bodies, bodies in which their 


Souls may freely and uncontroulably exert- their utmoſt 
powers, their apptehenſions and reſentments of thfigs muſt 
neceſſarily become vaſtly more quick and vigorous, and con- 
ſequently their ſenſe of their own folly, guilt and miſery, and 


their remorſe, anguiſh and trouble for them, exceeding more 


keen, and poignant, than they had ever been in this World. So 
have we all the reaſon that can be to believe, that the Divine 
Vengeance will both add new ſtings to theſe their own inbred 


Tormentors and (as | have before proved to you, it ſome- 


times does with the wonded ſpirits of Sinners, even in this 
World) wher and ſharpen, in a ſuper-natural manner, the 


points of their old ones. So that, whereas in this World their 
" Conſciences did only chaſtiſe them with whips, they ſhall 


there chaſtiſe them with Scorpions. 
Beſides this, ſome Divines have been of opinion that wick 
ed Men ſhall carry their appetites and luſtings after ſenſual 
pleaſures, into Hell along wit them: and there, to their un- 


1 ſpeakable Torment, continually burn with the moſt raging 
and vehement deſires and longings after theſs things, which 


yet at the ſame time they ſhall be infallibly afſur'd, it ſhall 
never in the leaſt be in their power to enjoy. But, this ſeeming 


not very agreeable to the notion of thoſe | Ive Bodies 
' which the wicked ſhall be clothed wich in a 
ſhall not inſiſt upon it; but only ſuppoſe, what I think very 


ature State, [ 


probable, that the wicked ſhall retain in Hell a remembrance 
Luke 16. 25. of thoſe pleaſures which they once enjoyed, in 
this World, in their Bodies of fleſh, and that this remem- 


[| brance ſball be extremely grateful and pleaſing to them, and 


ut them upon wiſhing moſt earneſtly that they were again to 


= clothed with ſuch Bodies, again to act over the ſame plea- 


lures: 


9 ©® 


fares : which having long aecuſtom d. themſelves to, the full bent and ins 
elination of their Souls has been long wholely ſet towards them, and has 


made them utterly incapable of reliſhing or delighting in any other. And, 


if there ſhall be any ſuch eager longings and hankerings after bodies of 
fleſh, and the * belonging to them: theſe join d with an utter deſ- 
pair of ever obtaining what they ſo much long for, muſt needs be an un- 
ſupportable Torment to the damn d. WS 2 8 

But, be this as it will, it is certain both from Reaſon and Scripture, that 


the wicked ſhall be ſobject to all thoſe peeviſh and uneaſy Paſſions in Hell, 


which are purely ſpiritual : as Pride, Envy, Malice, Anger, Hatred, Fear, 
Self. Revenge, &c.. and moreover ſhall have all theſe in a much higher de- 
gree there, much more troubleſome and vexatious to them, than t 

where in this World. All theſe we find aſcrib'd to the Devil and his An- 


gels, ſpiritual Beings, in Scripture : and indeed it is inconceivable to Rea- 


ſon, how wicked Souls can exiſt without them; and theſe being pure ſpi- 
ritual Paſſions, or Paſſions of the mind confider'd abſtractedly from the 
body, muſt needs grow and increaſe, as we become more and more ſpiri- 


tualiz d. Beſides, that the objects of theſe vexatious paſſions will be infi- 


nitely enlarg'd to the Damn d in Hell, and that they will there meet with 
the moſt provoking occaſions of raiſing and inflaming their paſhons to 
the utmoſt, and yer at the ſame time with the moſt tormenting balls and 


_ diſappointments to them, that can poſſibly be imagin d. Did rhe envious 


Man grow big an ſwell with Envy here, at che fight of the earthly proſpe- 
rity of his Brethren ? He will even burſt with it there, at the Contempla- 


tion of the happineſs of the Saints in Heaven, Did the Malicious Man, 


hate and malign thoſe, who never did him much hurt here? Oh how will 
he rage and flame out with hatred and ill-will againſt all thoſe malicious 
Beings, his Companions in Hell, who ſhall continually be doing him all 
the miſchief that they are able there ? Did not the proud Man know hc w 
ro brook any, even the ſmalleſt, diſappointments here? Alas! he ſhall 
meet with nothing elſe but diſappointments, and thoſe too, of the 
higheſt kind, there; there, I ſay, where he ſhall be ſure of haviug every 
ſuch thing as he would not, and no one ſuch thing as he would, Was the 
angry Man apt to be ſoon put into a paſſion here, by little Croſſes and 
Vexations ? He will there be continually heated, fired, nay, even made 
and kept red-hot, by a conſtant ſeries of great ones. To (ay all at once, 
the fears of the wicked ſhall be there heighren'd into deſpair, their diſ- 


pleaſure againſt themſelves into the utmoſt indignation ; and the moſt ex- 


aſperated Rage, fretfulneſs and bitterneſs of Soul, the moſt unwix'd Sor- 
row, irkſomneſs and ſelf Abhorrency, the keeneſt Anger and Revenge, 


ſhall be the portion of their cup. So that indeed wicked Men ſeem to carry | 
compleat Miſery, into Hell along with them, while they carry ſuch appetites 
as, the* never ſo eager and craving, cannot in the leaft there be ſatisfied: 


ſuch paſſions as, tho? never ſo vexatious and intorable, cannot in the leaſt 
be pacify d and allay*d there. And yet this Miſery will ſtill be enhanc's. 


Thiraly, By the loathſomneſs and uncomfortablegels of the place of 
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Hell, and the troubleſom, Moy the Devil and'wicked ſpirits, 
which the damn'd ſhall be there confin'd ro: | Whereever the place of Hell 
Wall be, which as Sr, Gregory ſaith, I dare not raſhly determine, and as St, 
' Auguſtin, I believe no Man knows but him, to whom the Divine Spirit 
' has particularly reveal'd it; whereever it ſhall be ( whither in the Center 
of the Earth, as ſome have thought: or upon this very Earth, upon 
which we.noy live, and which will have been the ſcene of all the Villanieg 
of the wicked,' as others: or laſtly in a ſpace beyond and without this 
world (as ſome have fancy d from that Text of Fob 18. 18. That the wie-. 
\ked ſbull be chas d out of the World ) thete can be no doubt but it will be 
very diſmal ; agreeable to the company and buſineſs which it is deſign'd 
for, And the Scriptures have ſaid . of it, ſtyling ĩt darkneſs, utter 
- darkneſs, the blackneſs of darkneſs, (a thing molt ungratetul to Human 
Nature) to give us a molt loathſome and abominable notion of it. Tho? 
probably, this darkneſs ſhall not be wholely without a mixture of light: 
| but then it will be a light, even worſe than darkneſs it ſelf, a light which 
will only help us to ſee ſuch ſad and rueful Spectacles, as will mightily add 
to our miſery, and which we ſhall heartily wiſh might be id from our 
eyes for ever. 5 | e #0 
- Then, as to the company of Hell, we know that this is wholely made 
vp of Devils and wicked Men: and theſe being all moſt malicious and ill- 
natur'd Beings. and befides ſuch, as, we ſhall than be ſenſible, have been 
highly inſtrumental in drawing us into this place of Torment, and more- 
over, {ome of them ſuch, as are to be our very Tormentors ; the bare ſight 
of them mult needs be extremely odious and uneaſy to the wicked. And 
nothing can be expected from ſuch Company, but continual jangling, ha- 
tred, anger, ſnarling and biting at one another, nothing but the molt 
terrible Fears and jealouſies of, the moſt malicious and ſpiteful bickerings 
-againſt, each other. And good God! if it be thought ſo very irkſome a 
thing here, to be oblig'd te ſpend only a few hours in Company that is 


=: diſagreeable: how ſhall we ever be able to bear the thoughts of raking up 


our dwelling among that Helliſh Crew, who ſtudy nothing elſe, day and 
night, than how they may be beſt able to provoke and exaſperate each 
other, to the higheſt degree poſſible, - COL 
Beſides the Damn'd mult needs be very gaſtly and dolcful Spectacles to 
each other: and their perperual weeping , wailing, ſighing, howling 
and loud out- cries, occaſion d by their Torments, muſt needs be very 
dreadtul and affecting. So far will it be, in this caſe, from being any 
comfort to us to have Companions in our Miſery, that this very thing 
will be a great addition to our Torments. Oh how ſadly ſhall we read our 
own Miſeries, in the melancholy countenances of every one of our Com- 
panions ? How terrible and killing muſt the found of thoſe groans and 
complaints needs be, which are, as it were, but the faint ecchos of our 
own? What an hideous, what an heart-breaking conſort of woes, muſt 
that be, which comes from an innumerable company of poor unhappy 
Wretches, labouring under the ſharp pangs of a Wounded Conſcience, and 
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à Mind gall'd and fretted by all the * vera tious Paſſions, and yet fata 
ther, burning and ſcorching in the flames of Hell fire. Which is cbe 
Fourth thing, which I propos d to ſpeak to. And here I muſt freely 
confeſs that I cannot ſee any manuer of reaſon, why we ſhould ſyppole. 
that the fire of Hell will not be a real and material, but only a metapho- 
rical and figurative Fire. On the contrary I think, that the Seriptures 
conſtantly expreſſing it as real, and not ſo much as in one place, that [ 
know of, departing from this way of expreſſing it, or fayouring any o- 


ther way of underſtanding it, is a very good reaſon why we ſhould be- 
lieve it ſo to be. Certainly nothing, if it were purpoſely tudy'd and 


deſign d could ſerve more effectually to ſatisfy our Minds in this point, 
than the Parable of the rich Man in the Goſpel ; who is there repreſented 
as burning in a material Fire, in Hell, and begging. for water to cool his 
Tongue, and expreſſion properly belonging only to a material Fire. 


If it be ſaid that the Torments of Hell are ſometimes expreſs d in Serip - 


ture, by. other things than that of fire: and that therefore fire is to be 
underſtood not properly but figurativeiy ; I anſwer, that there are other 
Torments of Hell, beſides thoſe of fire, and that theſe are they which are 
expreſs'd by thote other things; as that of a guilty Conſcience in parti- 
cular, which is repreſented, in the Text trom which theſe Men fetch this 
Argument, by a worm that dyeth not: but which is there plainly repre- 
ſented as a thing different from the fire of Hell: Where the worm dyerh 
not, and the fire u not quench'd. | 


And if it be farther urg'd that the fire of Hell being ſaid in Scripture to 


be prepar d for the Devil and hu Angels, ſpiritual Beings, and allotted to 
wicked Men, not till after the Reſurrection when they (hall have receiv'd 
their ſpiritual Bodies, we cannot poſſibly take it to be material Fire: be- 
cauſe it is utterly inconceivable to Reaſon how ſuch Fire can any way affect 
ſuch Beings. I ſhall think it enough to anſwer, that our notions of the 


nature of Angels. and of our own ſpiritual Bodies, as alſo of that Fire 


which ſhall be in Hell. ſuppoſing it to be a material Fire, are but very 


dark and imperfe&, and conſequently not to be argu'd from with any great 


certainty ; and moreover, that it does not ſcem at all more wonderful 
that ſpirits ſhould be affected by ſuch Fire, than that they ſhould be united 


to bodies of fleſh, and affected and influenced by them, as we are ſure our 
Souls now are, tho' we know not how. Why, ſaith St. Auſtin, may we 


not ſay that ſpirits may be tormented by corporeal Fire, when it © plain 


that the Souls of Men are now included in bodily Members, after a won- 


derful indeed, but yet real manner? ¶ De Ciwvit, Dei l. 2 l. c. 10.] 
However, be this as it will, it is agreed on all hands, that the Tor- 

ments, delign'd under the name of fire, will be very great and inſuppot- 

table. and not leſs te be ſure than thoſe of material Fire would be, but 


rather vaſtly greater. It being not uſual in Scripture, when ſpeaking of 


dhe things of another Life, to repreſent them by things greater than them- 
ſelves, put frequently, I believe we may ſay always, by leſſer. | 


I fall bat jaſt mention one thing more auder is head; and that is, 


that 
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that both the int and Gentiles, did ſuppoſe another Torment för the 


wicked, directly contrary to this of burning, viz. extreme, cold; and 
made the Klement of water as well as that of fire, as the Deluge as well as 
the fire and brimſtene did of old, contribute to their puniſhment. And St. 
- Ferom, who withot doubt had this notion from the Fews, explains thoſe 
words of fob 24. 19. ( as they are render'd by the vulgar Latin ) He ſhall 
paſs from waters of ſnow to exceſſive heat, to this purpoſe, Fob, ſaith he, 
ſeems to me to ſpeak here of two Hells, or places of torment, Fire and Cold: 


i perhaps in Hell the torments of the Danm'd will be of that nature, that 


they will ſometimes feel exceſſive heat, and at other times as exceſſive cold. 
Nay, and ſome learned Men ſtrive to draw what our Saviour faith, of the 
guaſbing of the teeth of the wicked in Hell, to countenance this notion: 
23s if that were nothing elſe but a Evocking of their teeth together, occa- 
fion'd by extreme ſhivering cold, And it muſt be acknowledg d that the 
Boul, LAGS TY By, which we tranſlate gnaſhing of teeth, is ſome- 
times us d in prophane Authors, to fignify that knocking of the teeth to- 
' gether, which is occaſion d by the ſhiverings of an Ague. And then as to 
' _ the Heathens, (a) it is well known that of their twe Rivers, into which 
the Damn d were to be thrown, the one Per:phlegethon was extreme hor, 
and the other Cocyt us or Archeron extreme cold. And the Mahometans 
likewiſe have pick d up this notion, and inſerted it into their Alcoran. But 


there being little or no ground for this in Scripture, I ſhall be contented 


with juſt mentioning it. and paſs on to conſider the laſt aggravating cir- 
cumſtances of the Torments of the Damn'd, viz. Ts + 

| Fifthly, The uninterrupted continuance, and eternal duration of them, 
For fo the Scripture tells us, that the ſmoke of the torment of the wicked 
aſcendet h up for ever and ever, and that they have no reſt day nor night , 
and again that they ſhall be tormented day and night for ever and ever, 
' Revel. 14.11. 20. 10. And what a dreadful addition will this be to the 


j | Torments of the Damu'd, tha they ſhall be without intermiſſion, and with-' 


out end? Will not the very thoughts of this give a keener edge to all their 

| Sufferings, and be a kind of new Hell to them, But I ſhall ſay no more of 

this here, becauſe I deſign to treat particularly of the Eternity of Hell- 

Torments, in my following Diſcourſes, and under that ſhall have occaſion 

to ſay ſomething of the uniaterrupted continuance of them. = 

It remains only that I draw ſome few inferences from what has been ſaid 

and ſo conclude, And, 3 £28 : | 

Firſt, It ſeems very obvious to obſerve that the Greatneſs of Hell-Tor- 

ments is a full anſwer to that difficulty about the diſpenſations of Provi- 

' | dence, as to the proſperity of wicked Men in this World: fince it is plain 
from hence, that, however Providence may ſuffer them to flouriſh here 
for a while, yet it will be ſure to be even with them, at the long run, 
even to the uttermoſt farthing. So that wicked Man can have no reaſon- 
able encouragement to go on in their Sins, nor good Men to envy the 
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- Worldly proſperity of the wicked, berauf ſentenci againſt an evil wit 


nor ſpeedly executed. Eccleſ. 8.11, 12, 13, For, as the Wiſe-Man ſpeaks, 


who a Sinner do evil an hundred times, and hu days be prolong d, yet ſurr 


1 know that it ſhalt not be well with the wicked, God indeed is rich in 
goodneſs, and forbearance, and long · ſuffering toward the wicked, being 
deſirous by theſe to lead them to Repentance. But, if they deſpiſe theſe, 
and ſtill continue hard and impenitent in their hearts, they then only 
treaſure up to themſelves wrath, againſt the day of wrath, and revelation 
of the righteous jndgment of God, who will certainly, ſooner or later, 


render to every man according to his deeds, indignation and wrath, tri- 


bulation and anguiſh upon every Soul of Man that doth evil, Rom. 2. 4, 
5, 6, 8, 9. | 5 | | 


Secondly, The Greatneſs of Hell-Torments is a plain proof, both of the- 


Infinite Wiſdom and Infinite Goodneſs of God ; his wiſdom, in guarding 
and ſecuring his own Laws,” Honour and Authority, with the threatnings 
ot ſuch dreadful Puniſhmeats, as are ſafhicient ro keept his Creatures in 


av of him, and prevent their Rebellion againſt him; his goodneſs, in 


making Damnation ſo very terrible a thing, that if Men would but well 


conſider and ſeriouſly attend to it, it would be, morally ſpeaking, im- 


poſſible for any one Man ever to be'damn'd. God indeed has made his Ter- 


rors-ſtrong and powerful enough to perſwade men, and to deter them from 


complying with the moſt alluring temptations to do Evil. So that if, after 
all, Men will be damn-d, they muſt een take their Damnation to them- 
ſelves, and acknowledge that God was unwilling that any ſhould periſh, 
fince he has done abundantly enough to ſcare Men from coming ſo much as 


| hear the borders of Hell: all indeed that he could do, without laying ſuck 
a a force and neceſſity upon Men, as is by no means agreeable to their na- 


ture, as free Agents. 


Thirdly, Since it has been evidently made out, that the Torments f 


Hell will certainly be inconceivably Great, what ſignifieth it to be mighty 
nice and curious in enquiring into the nature, and particular kinds of 
them. That, in the general they will be inconceivably great, this is ſurely 


motive enough to us, to uſe our utmoſt endeavours for the avoidi 


of them: and this is the great uſe of our knowledge of them. At leaſt, if 
this be not ſufficient, it is to be fear'd that a more particular kowledge, if 
it could be had, would not much mend the matter. | 


o 


Fourthly, From what has been ſaid concerning the Nature of Hell- tor- 


ments, we ſhould learn to be extremely careful, not to cheriſh in our ſelves, 
and make as it were habitual and con- natural to us, any troubleſome Lufts 


and Paſſions in this World, For, beſides that God will infli& Puniſhmencs 


upon us hereafter for ſo doing, theſe Luſts and Paſſions will go themſelves 
into another World, along with us, and there become our Tormentors; 
nay, and moreover get new and'infinitely ſharper Stings there, than they 
had here. They are indeed an Hell growing up within us: and ſure ſeeds 


of wo and and miſery, which ſhall ſpring vp and break forth in a plentiful 
Crop, in the Devils Kingdom, ; 
| : . | 7 5 8 Taſihy, 
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* Hers che; vaſt diſproportion that there is, between the pleaſures of Sin, and 
. | quick-an livelytothe higheſt degree: the one upcerrain, rare and fiigi- 
mightily mix d and allay d, the other pure and ungüngled : the one always 
delow our conception and ex pectation of it, the other above all conception 
Infinite; the one but for's ſeaſon, the other for a# Eternity. Were we 


to weigh only the Temporal Pains arid Inconveniencies of Sin, againſt the 
plweaſures of it: I doubt not but we ſhould find theſe full heavy enough to 


x ; outweigh them Pond 


ve ſhould find the pleaſures of Sin ſo mach courted an 
puniſhments of it ſo much ſliglited and diſ-regarded ? How can ir poſſibly 


which God has given them: It could never be, would they, but ever 


vu Stones, pet at the end thereof i the pit of . 
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the pains or puniſhmeuts of it. T E one faint | and languid, the other ; 


tive; the other-conſianr, fix d and permanent: the one frequently broken 
and interrupted, the other without relaxation or intermiſfioty: the one 


or apprehenſion: che one limited within narrow bounds, the other next to 


turn the balance agairiſt them; but, when to theſe we add that black after 
reckoning which awaits Sinners in another World, that ſad Eternity 6f 
wo which is there laid up for them, Good God! How infinitely do they 
And how then, in the name of reaſon, can it relle come to paſs that 
d eſteem'd, and the 


be, that Beings, endow'd with ſound under ſtanding and diſcrecion, ſhould 
be content to ſell themſelves to unſpeakable and everlaſting Miſery, only 

Lor the trifling and periſhing Enjoyments of this Life? Bcannor be from 
any other cauſe, than their waut of making a right uſe of that Judgment 


now and then ſeriovſly conſider with themſelves, what the end of thoſe 
mex ſhall be, that obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Theſſ. 1. B. andfincergly 
ask themſelves, how they ſhall be able to drink of the wine of the wrath of 
Goa, when it ſhall be pour'd out, without mixture, into the cup of hu | 
indignation. Rev. 14. 10. he AN Lap . 5 
Oh let us then frequently, with an eye of faith, take a view of the Tor- 
ments of Hell: and then we ſhall be moſt ready to do or ſuffer any thing, 
for the avoiding of them: to plucł out à right eye, to cut off a right hand, 
that is, to part with any thing, however dear and precious to us, rather 
than our whole body ſbould be caft into Hell, Matt. 5. 29, 30. And how in- 
-viting ſoever the pleaſures of Sin, or the Company of ſinners may out- 
wardly appear to be: yet let us, at our utmoſt peril, beware of them. 
For, as the Sen of Sirach truly obſerves, The Congregation of the wicked u 
like Tow wrapped together, and the end of them is a flame of fire to de- 
firoy them, Eccluſ, 21. 9. 10. And, tho? the way of ſinners be made plain 
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. Leih, Fröm the conſideration of the Sreatneſs of Hell-Tormetits, aß⸗ 
Peers the vaſt diſproportion that there is, between the pleaſures of Sin, and 


} The pains or puniſhments of it. The one faint and languid, the other 
'-. _ quick. an lively to the higheſt degree: the one uncertain, rare and fugi- 

. © ive; the other conſtant; fix d and permanent: the one frequently broken 
and interrupted, the other without relaxation or intermiſfioty: the one 
mightily mix d and allay d, the other pure and unmingled: the one always 
delow our conception and expectation of it, the other above all conception 
or apprehenſion: the one limited within narrow bounds, the other next to 

infinite: the one but for a ſeaſon, the other for ad Eternity, Were we 
to weigh only the Temporal Pains and Inconveniencies of Sin, againſt the 
 « pleaſures of it: I doubt nor but we ſhould find theſe full heavy enough to 
turn the balance againſt them; but, when to theſe we add that black after 
reckoning which awaits Sinners in another World, that ſad Eternity 6f 
wo which is there laid up for them, Good God! How infinitely do they 
outweigh themmm 3 „„ 
And how then, in the name of reaſon, can it ayer come to paſs that 
ve ſhould find the pleaſures of Sin ſo much courted and eſteem'd, and the 
puniſhmears of it ſo much ſliglited and diſ-regarded ? How can ir poſſibly 
| be, that Beings, endow'd with ſound underitanding and diſcretion, ſhould 
de content to ſell themſelves to unſpeakable and everlaſting Miſery, only 
1 for the trifling and periſhing Enjoyments of this Life ? cannot be from 
11 any other cauſe, than their want of making a right uſe of that Judgment 
which God has given them: It could never be, would they, but ever 
now and then ſeriovily confider with themſelves, what the end of thoſe 
mex ſpall be, that obey not the Goſpel of Chriſt, 2 Theſſ. 1. 8. and ſincerely 

' ask themſelves, how they ſhall be able to drink of the wine of the wrath of 

God, when it ſhall be pour d out, without mixture, into the cup of hu 
#ndignation, Rev. 14. 10. | 1 NES | 
Oh let us then frequently, with an eye of faith, take a view of the Tor- 
-ments of Hell: and then we ſhall be moſt ready to do or ſuffer any thing, 
for the avoiding of them: to pluck out a right eye, to cut off a right hand, 
that is, to part with any thing, however. dear and precious to us; rather 
than our whole body ſbould be caft into Hell, Matt. 5. 29, 30. And how in- 
viting ſoever the pleaſures of Sin, or the Company of ſinners may out- 
wardly appear to be: yet let us, at our utmoſt peril, beware of them. 

For, as the Son of Sirach truly obſerves, The Congregation of the wicked u 

like Tow wrapped together, and the end of them is a flame of fire to de- 

 Frroythem, Eccluſ. 2 1. 9. 10. And, tho? the way of ſinners be made plain 
with Stones, yet at the end thereof is the pit of Hel. Is 
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